File 353,417
Ottuwa, April 23rd, 1g21¢

Memo. to tha Deputy Minil:ter,

LOCATICH OF IKDIANS O¥ THFIR RESTRVES
IN XOVA SCOTIA,

In recent years 1t has benn repeatzdly brought
to the attention of the D2partwent that there 13 a
rronouncad tendency on the part of certaln I:idlana in
the Province of Nova Scotia, (espacilally tvhe Indians cf
Halifax County) to occupy lands that do not belonyg to
them, although at the same time they hare large arsas
of land unt2r raasrve, : T

- The reison advancad by the Inilans trenselves
as well 23 by our local o -luera 13 thzt owing to the
compaT2tive 1solation of thaeaes ressrvey it la a difficult
matter for the Indian resiient on hli ressrve, to ecarr a
livelihood, anl that consequently they ars comgpelled by
‘prece of clircumitences to e2atablish themazlves 2i.Her
qdja-e it to the railrosds or in the vicinity of towns .
and cities This i3 erplasised by thz fact of thare
taing aettlnmants of Irdian: at Elmadalz-%indsor Junction-
Fellinpton and Halifax, all ®ithin Kalifax County and all
of these Indlans are in occuration of lani shich they do
not owr. - . ) Y

- On the other hand in thes sams county th=ra are
2.368 acres of land set aalie as reszrve: of which only
2 acres at Hinliter Lako ara occupied by on2 Indian family.

The Indian Syperintendent of Nova Scotla, 3r,
A.J.Boyd has fror timy to time urged on the Departeent ihe
rolicy of purchasing additional lzrds for thess Indians
at places and locations whera the Indians zrefer to. live,
but I submit that such a policy is not & #ise one at the
present time for there i3 no assurance thal should such
lands be secured the Indians would not 1atar on bacome
343-agmtiagfled and want t: rove agalirn.

It argears to me that a3 th2rs are such & number
of Resarves in ths county which ars rot occupizd and on
which the Indlans refuae to raside, steps sheuld firast
b2 teken to dlapose of such un-occuried lands, and simul-
taneizusly every inZucenznt should ve giran the Indi:zns
to settle parmanently upon a locat;on whish meets #lth
t*eir regulrerents.

* Suoch a location 13 %o tre found on the Inldlan
Br:zok Ra:2rve wrich althourh in the aagoiﬁlng gounty
of Hants 1i=3 ¢l032 to the boundary line of Halifax
county an“ i3 wishin a shor:t distance of tke rallroad

This Re:erve 1s the largest in-the whole of
Bova Scotia and comrri:s; 1790 acrz3i, a Breat part of
which 1s sultable for agriczulture There 13 ac:oumodation
on thid Resarve for most of the Irdiana of C2ntral Nova
Scotia and I would submit th=zt those Indiansg who are in
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occupation of lanis which trey dc not own, and who are 1in
darger of sviction at any time, should bte encouraged’ to
gsettle on this Reserve, ,

48 a atep in thia direction, MI. Superintendent
Boyd has sscured a petition froxr the Indlans of the
Indian Brook Regerve asking that the Department conflirm
thelr action in extending an invitation to those Indians
of Halifax County who are in occupation of private
owuzrakip lands to lozzte on their reserve,

. AV thz present time the Indians ¢f Windsor junction
are in occupation of a small plece of land ccnalsting
for the moat part of rock which is adjacent to the R&.R,
track. The.ovner of this land has given them notice to
remove from hisz proparty. The:e Irdlang own wrltghed
shacke and hovels and are withcut any other p:arsonal
propserty. At the time . f my v1ii:it last January they
all expressed a willingneis to move to. Irndian Brook
providsd the Indlang of that reserve would conszent and
that the Départment yive them some asslatance to do so,

The consent of the Indian brock Irdians is givern
in the patition previously referred to and h:rzwith attach-
ed, “hilat funda necessary to asslit these Indlans to move
would be forth-coming or avallatles from the sal:g of timber
th=t have beer rzcontly made on Leralf of th: Halifax
County band.

I beg leavs to recommend that the petitvion cf
the Indi=n Frook In?ians e giren favorable consideration.

(q=d ) H, J. B
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