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--My fathern didn't have too much education but my mother knew how Zo
nead the Indian pragern book. My fathern made a Livlihood by mahking
buttern tubes and axe handles, and he didn't hava a hornse on a cax.

He cannied his Load on his shouldens, and in the wintern time he used
a sted. When he had made enough butten fubes or axe handles he would
Load up his sted and go selling. When he came back his sLed was
Loaded up with all kinds of {food. His retwwn was a time of gheat

foy for us although he wouldn't buy any fancy food, Lt was just simple
good. We had a cellarful of potatoes. 1In the fall he starnted to get
his wintern supply of §Lowr and conn meal. A meal cake was what cake
would mean fo you. When we didn't have a meal cake forn a certain Lengih
of time we craved for LL.

One kept a cow that 4is how you get yowr milk for your tea. There was

no sugas, we used molasses Lin owr tea. Indians were poor at That Lime.
A woman would make baskets. She would carny these bashets on hen back.
When she went selling she would carny these bashets on her back. When
she went selling she would walk great distances. She would carrny what
ever she got in exchange forn hen baskets. She didn't get pald in money.
She was paid in food. Today that isn'it done. -And then there were
neligious instructions three Limes a week, children were taught how fo
nead hygroglypics. Children werne instructed, and the one who were

feaching them explained Zhe meaning of the hygroglypics Ain Miemac.

T was 22 when T got mawiied, but T was nevern pemitted to ge out agtern dark.
My fathen would say, "don't go out at night or you'LL meet up with the devil".
The symbol of the devil 4in zthe hyghoglypics £4 a veay hard Looking character.
You can be sune T obeyed my father because whoever would want fo meef up

with anybody Like that. After we came home from school my mother would

st down with hen book and she would instruct us.,

Lik--But did zhey teach you in the ways of making a LivLihood?

--Yes. Aften T got mannied 1 sitanted making baskets, right awcy to help
my husband. He would go out fo get the supply of wood. We gof along good.




Pg.?

Lif--So yourn husband had afready been faught how to get the different
varnieties of wood and the cperations necessary fo get that wood fox
making baskets.

--Yes, when my ghand son's Fred and Gaberdial recelved thein finst communion
1 instructed them myself. 1 taught them the Indian catechism. Fred is

a smart man T don'Z know why he can't get a good job. He's got grade X11
education.

Lif--Tndians didn't take much when they went in the woods. They didn't
thke any cooking utensifs with them.

--No, they used birchbark o make thein wtensils.

Lit--Indians used Zo Leave the reserve at cerdain times of the yean
to make a Living Like {ishing and trapping for awhife. What was the
place the Barra Head Indians mostly frequented?

--You make a Living in yourn own community you didn'Z go to othern neserves.
They didn'ft bothen the other Indians. Bawa Head people stayed in thein
own area, mosily they goit thein wood §rom the white people in the area.
White people are not allowed to be sitingy with thein Land.

LiL--T've often heand sitornies where Zhe Indians been chased away f§rom
white people’s Land when th y cut the Lhees of some whife man's property.

--My fathern told me this. They wsed fo go £o West Bay and all those places.
My brothesn Tom and Michael cowldn't be chased away. They almosit hilled
Michael Hay Cove in MacNabs Cove one time. He inied Zo chase them away
from his Land. Michael Hay Cove came to my house o Zell my fathen of

the charges that he was going Zo press on my brothens. Well, he was fold,
AL 48 youn cwn faulit what almost happened Lo you. 1§ your wene Rifled
there 4s no Law that could phos ac;izte the Indians. This s what my father
fold him.  Indians ouwn all o4 Canada,

Lil--Tndians here af one time divided thein Land. Tracts of Land were
alloted fo families at their Council meetings. So whatever Land you were
glven you had Zo make your LivEihood faom this plece of Land and it's
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resownces, Hunting and thappding.
--Yes, fishing fon eels. ALL hinds of game. You could cook an eel in many

ways. You diy an eel for a couple of days and Lt 45 Like steak., This
L8 breakfast food. This is Zhe Indian’s steah. They salited the eels fouo.

Lil--Did they stock wp on the supply of food fon the winter,

--Yes. They stock up on food Ain the fall. People at that time respected
food. Nowadays people don't care. People don't even make the sign of
the cross aften they have eaten,

Lil--That is tre.

--When a child stepped ov scme game that the father had breught, this
meant that the {father wouldn't be able to get anything from hunting the
next day. (Taboo)

Lil--Do you know any Indian medicine?

--Yes. 1 don't necall too many of them. There's pul-bem-wip-quel and mag-mig
go-wat.

Lik--What do you know of the history of Chapel Tsland. For Linstance 1
have heand stonies of what the Indians wsed Zo call que-dull-ok da-dim.
Do you remember heaning sfories aboutl Lt.

--Yes, but it happened 50 Long ago and T don'f nemember the stories
that T heand abowt Lt very much.

Lil--Who werne those pecple that they greeted Mohawhs @ on Micmacs?
~--They were Mohawhs.

Hohawhs were not allowed Zo come here but the Kwed dull dat dim was something
Like a Peace Treaty. Men wowld wade out from thein canves to greet them.
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Lil--Mns . Many Bernand recalls a Litile bit of this ceremony. She
says that the men had Long poles and they had a mock §ight on the shore
and they made Lots of noise.

Many 45 youngern than me. She must have heand this story from somebody else.
Lil~-Mohawks used to Zomment wus by throwing sfones at cur wigwams one Lime.
-~-Those were the t.!am eets.

Lil--0ne o4 those Ah wisko i85 buried in Chapel Tslend 1 heand.

~~Yes, 1 think he's burnied down the shore from where the old cross once
stood in Chapel Tsland.

--Many people have folfd me that same stony.
Lit--When was the Last £ime you had festivities at Christmas?

--The Last time was when the Indians aviived here. (Centeralization)
Noef, John, Siephen and Levi were honoured. New Yeawrws was

People went to these howses and presented a §lower fo each penson.

They were expected, a big meal was Laid out for them. They did the
Indian dancing finst and then they ate. Then another §Lower would be
made fto get it ready fon the next house. There wouldn't be any {ights,
or thepe was no swearning. These festivities were done in an onderly
fashion. Today there would be a Lot of things done. People knew how fo
enfoy themselves back then.

Lit~-Indians theated each cther with respect. They helped each othen.

When one was sick he was glven éoo% and firnewood. They had frolics. My
husband was sick with T.B. a Lot. Once in awhile somebody would come fo

my house and he would tfellf me fto stant cooking. T would make dup-kon-aseb~a way
I wsually had conn. And some one would give me eels. T would make an eel

soup gon them. The men would come and get Zhe wood split AL up forn us.

Today that isn'it done. Nebody would work forn you unless you pald them.

A dolban isn'% even-encugh foday.
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Lil-~Even children, hou have fo pay them.

~-When T go Zo Zown and 1 hire somebody fo mind the baby, T have to pay
5.00, 3.00 £sn'L enough. Indians wene good fo one another at one Lime.
Indians aren't Like that Zoday.

Lif--1 think this was due to the neligious thaining that they got as
children plus the discipline from their pawrenis }Tung/s would change,

14 people worked harnd Zo Trhy and revive Zhe ofd teachings. Children

fo be taught catechism in Indian and also theirn prayens. This 48 when
Zhe children will understand {ully ithe Lessons in catechism. This

L5 whenre the people got thein wisdom one Ltime ago. Becauwse you undernstand
Lt more because £t L8 taught to you Ain the Language that you understand

Lt moke because AL 45 faught fo you Ln the Language that you undenrstand.

Lil--Do you know anything about dyes. They say Indians were able to
make theirn own dyes?

--Yes, they say he made it §rom the trees. He boiled the wood.
Lig--Alder.

--Yes, they could even make onrange but I don't remember what they used.
Indians got thein fea from a T can't think of the name 0§ the right now
but 1 know they also used pul-Lum-wep-kil {for tea.

Lil~-What did they use for fobacco?

--They used Little sZicks that they called mog-gog-em-ke geage kel and also
Leaves. Those Leaves ghow close fo Lhe ground., This is what they used
fon Zobacco. Children didn't smoke.

LiL--The Late Mike Nicholas fold me that Indians were 50 neliglous at.
one time that they used to say a prayer before they could put on new

clothing.

~--That is thue.
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Lil--He also told me that thene wasn't so much diinking when he was
young.

--That is true.

Lit--You are oniginally from Barwra Head?

~-~Ves, T was born Ln Barnra Head.

Lil~-1 hearnd that the Bawwa Head Indians used to go 4§4shing Ain Canso?
--Yesi my father used to fish in Canso.

Lik--Did he have a boat?

--Yes. He would Leave in the spring. He wowld get owr clothes and
whatever we needed fon the St. Amnn's mission. He would come home Lin
July fon the missdion after St. Ann's we Left with him. The purpose of
his was to get our winter supply of food.

Lil~--What 485 it he usually goi?

~~Flour, §ish, codfish that he drnied. We would Ztake this home, we
didn't exactly have bacon and eggs.

Lil--But people made thein own butfer.
--Yes, the pecple who had cows but not everybody in Barwra Head had a cow.

Lil-~The ones who went away on those seasonal {ishing truips, they were
unable to heep a cow.

--Yes, they had cows, one of the neighborns usually Took care of your cow
until gou returned. Own cow was faken caxe by my Uncle Anthony he neven
wsed fo go anywhese.

Lit--What about the people who planted. T suppose they were unable to Leave
thein garndens.
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--Oh yes, they did aftern cwlitivating thein gardens they were alrnight
grom then on. 1In the fall when you came back you harvested yowr crops.
Aftern that we didn't go anywhere.

Lil--But %he big fanmens didn't go away.

~~There weren't many who were big farmens in Barra Head. Thein bains
were made 0} Logs, you don't say, that there were 10 cows in that ban.,

--Ne.

Lil--A Zot of things went on the reserves, games Like waltes were played
a Lot until the cent. sitanted.

--Yes, today they don't play waltes. Every family used to have a
waltes. That 45 why the young people stayed home at one time.
Today they don't know the rnight way to £i4t the waltes.

Lik--And women were good at doing bead work.

~--Ves, and they knew how to use porcupine quills. My wother and your
gather's grandmothen werne very good at making quill work embroidary. My
mother was also good at bead work and quill work. But I didn't Lean
anyihing from hern although she used to teach me.



