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 Foundations

Land, Culture, Leadership  
and Misconceptions
General Summary
The content in the Foundations Learning 
Experiences (LEs) lay the conceptual groundwork 
for the learning and exploration that occurs in later 
levels. It is here in Foundations that learners will 
engage with primary concepts such as Mi’kmaw 
worldviews, values, governance, and relationships  
to Mi’kma’kik, which are embedded in the 
subsequent content. 

This content provides a basis for understanding 
Mi’kmaw decision-making: the cultural logic 
behind treaty-making decisions, how communities 
weathered and negotiated the brutal Treaty Denial 

Key Learning Experiences

Can’t do them all? Here are the key Learning 
Experiences in the Foundations level: 

•	 Story Mapping (F2)

•	 Our Land, Our Home (F3)

•	 Netukulimk and Msɨt No’kmaq (F4)

•	 Mi’kmaw Value Connection Cards (F8)

•	 Oral Traditions: Memory-Making as  
Individuals and Groups (F10)

•	 Sharing Communities (F11)

•	 Family-based Mi’kmawey (F12)

•	 Stereotype or Reality? (F16) 

period, and the leadership and decisions that  
led to the current Treaty Renewal period. It will be  
difficult to understand why netukulimk is a common 
priority in the treaty making process if learners 
do not understand what netukulimk is. Similarly, 
the treaty-signing and ratification process may 
be confusing if learners do not understand the 
autonomy of Mi’kmaw communities along with the 
concept of consensus and the role it has played in 
Mi’kmaw decision-making. This material is worth 
revisiting with older learners to ensure they have  
the foundation they need. 

As a reminder, an introduction to each of the  
themed sections below can be found at the start of 
each section. Educators who feel the need to learn 
additional content prior to sharing these Learning 
Experiences should find the necessary information 
within these section introductions. 

Mi’kma’kik
These LEs are designed to build learner 
comprehension about the nature and extent of 
Mi’kma’kik, and the fundamental ways Mi’kma’kik 
shapes Mi’kmaw ways of knowing and being. 
Learners will explore what it means to live and  
be in relationship in Mi’kma’kik, guided by key 
Mi’kmaw worldviews that have been sustained  
and strengthened through cultural practices  
passed down through countless generations. 

Family, Culture and Community
Here, learners explore key aspects of Mi’kmaw 
culture, including values such as consensus, 
humility, and tpi’tnewey. Learners will grow their 
understanding of the importance of Mi’kmaw oral 
tradition, witnessing the brilliance and sophistication 
of Mi’kmaw orality through time. These oral histories 
are the threads that weave Mi’kmaw generations 
together across time and space.

Overview

OVERVIEW
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Leadership
The LEs in this section bring together the three 
spheres of decision-making that sustain Mi’kmaw 
leadership: the family, the community, and the 
Sante’ Mawio’mi. It is important scaffolding for 
understanding the treaty-making process as well  
as other content. Like other key Foundations content, 
Learning Experiences found in this leadership  
section are required to contextualize the Treaties  
and Renewal and Reconciliation LEs. 

Misconceptions
With the knowledge and perspectives developed 
in the previous three sections, learners will be 
prepared to begin to engage some misconceptions 
about Mi’kmaw people and culture. The Learning 
Experiences in this section act as consolidation 
exercises for the Foundations content. The skills 
developed to identify and see misconceptions and 
their impacts will strengthen learner abilities across 
cultures and time periods. 


	How to Use this Book
	Introduction
	Overview
	Mi’kma’kik
	F1
	Pjila’si Mi’kma’kik Gallery Walk
	F2

	Story Mapping
	F3

	Our Land, Our Home
	Netukulimk and Msɨt No’kmaq
	Tata and Saln: A Readers' Theatre
	Mi’kmaw Worldviews: Jiksɨte’n, 
Ankita’si, Iknua’tike (Listen, Think, Share) 
	Listening for Msɨt No’kmaq

	Family, Culture, Community
	Mi’kmaw Values Connection Cards
	A'tukwaqnn Drama Circle
	F10

	Oral Traditions: Memory-Making 
as Individuals and Groups
	F11

	Sharing Communities

	Leadership
	Family-based Mi’kmawey
	A Community of Leaders

	Misconceptions
	F14
	Fact, Opinion and Interpretation
	News Article Mock-Ups
	F16

	Stereotype or Reality? 
	Wen Welteskat Kiskuk?
	Treaty Education Quiz Show 1.0

	Overview
	What is a Treaty?
	T1
	Dialoguing Treaty Words
	War and Peace: A Discussion
	A Treaty Puzzle

	Treaty-Making
	The Ratification: A Readers’ Theatre 
	A Pictorial Timeline
	T6

	Treaty Texting

	Treaty Denial
	T7
	Honouring Netukulimk: A Poster Project
	Voices of Change
	IRS Gallery Walk
	R v. Sylliboy: A Persuasive Poster
	Otia! Cause and Effect Game

	What is Equity?
	We Are All Treaty People
	T13

	What is Equity? A Readers’ Theatre 
	T14

	Wen Welteskat Kiskuk
	T15

	Treaty Education Quiz Show 2.0

	Renewal and Reconciliation
	Overview

	Treaty Renewal
	RR1
	Raising a Voice
	Roots of Reconciliation
	Honouring Rights Today: 
	A Mock Consultation

	Treaty Day
	RR4
	Etlita’suwaltultimk
	Treaty Day! 

	Reconciliation
	RR6
	Reconciliation: A Discussion
	Reconciliation Brainstorm Posters
	Changing Our Future

	Mi’kma’kik in Global Context 
	UNDRIP Word Bingo
	RR10

	What is a Right?: A Readers’ Theatre 
	UNDRIPA Check-In
	RR12

	Wen Welteskat Kiskuk
	RR13

	Treaty Education Quiz Show 3.0


