
92LE
V

EL
 2

	
Tr

ea
tie

s 

Overview
Many learners equate sameness with fairness: they  
believe that for conditions to result in fair outcomes,  
they need to arise from conditions that are the same. 
In this readers' theatre, written by Melody Martin-Googoo, 
learners will explore the difference between equality and 
equity. This is essential groundwork for understanding  
and realizing reconciliation.

Equality is achieved when conditions for people are 
designed to be the same. This is different than equity, 
which considers past experiences and other factors that 
impact a person's or group's ability to reach their own 
goals. Equity is reached when challenges or barriers that 
keep people from participating the way they want to or 
achieving their own goals are removed or accommodated.

Learners will...
•	Explore the differences between equality and equity  

as well as sameness and fairness. 
•	Understand that there are many origins to the diversity 

of disability and disadvantage among people and 
communities. Some of these are due to inherent 
physical, emotional, health or other kinds of disability; 
some are due to historical experiences where groups 
experienced sustained discrimination. 

•	Understand that history creates a variety of contexts 
for individuals and communities.

•	Understand that treaties are historically-determined 
agreements that were meant to work out a compromise 
to historical realities rather than to create sameness 
among groups.

•	Be encouraged to consider context prior to making 
judgments about fairness or equity.

Focus
The readers’ theatre content includes learner instructions 
as well as a general preface about its content, which 
compliments what is shared above. Note that the content 
has been designed for a range of reader strengths. The 
content also follows with a vocabulary list, discussion 
questions, ideas for extensions and important facts.  
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It is important that learners  
have a clear understanding of  
the following content:
• The Mi’kmaq as the indigenous people 

of Nova Scotia and the Atlantic region. 
• Mi’kma’kik as the ancestral homeland 

of the Mi’kmaq.  
• The British and Mi’kmaq created 

treaties in the 18th century that endure 
to the present-day. 

• That the Treaty Denial period is defined 
by British governance and culture that 
denied treaty agreements and by an 
overwhelming colonial experience of 
environmental and cultural disruption. 

If educators want to involve more learners in 
the activity, they can consider the following: 
• Have more than one cast and have casts 

take turns presenting their versions.
• Read several scripts in small groups then 

choose one to perform for the class.
• Split the narrator roles into more than one 

person (e.g., first half and second half). 

WHAT IS EQUITY

Additional Resources

•	For additional resources, see the 
digital version of this LE at Mi’kmawey 
Debert Cultural Centre website:  
http://mikmaweydebert.ca/t13

http://mikmaweydebert.ca/t13


93 LE
V

EL
 2

	
Tr

ea
tie

s 

What is Equity?
-SCENE 1-

A Middle School Somewhere in Mi’kma’ki
(approximately 15 minutes)

Narrator 1: 	 The learners are gathered around a sitting area in the foyer of their 
middle school. Recess is coming to a close, the learners are engaged 
in casual conversation and finishing up their snacks.

Hudson:	  Knock! Knock!

Tess: 	 (cautiously asks) Who’s there?

Hudson: 	 Orange

Tess: 	 Orange who?

Hudson:	 Orange you going to answer the door?!

Narrator 2: 	 Tess was not too sure if Hudson’s knock, knock joke amused her, but 
the other learners chuckled at the fun.

TJ: 	 Ha! You make me laugh Hudson. Got another one?

Tess: 	 No! Please, not another knock, knock joke! But I’ll take another one of 
those carrot sticks Hudson.

Narrator 1: 	 Hudson’s mom is making an effort to pack healthy snacks in his lunch 
bag every day. Carrot sticks are fun, but it was the 98th day of school 
and 98 days of carrot sticks weren’t as exciting as the first day of 
carrot sticks.

Narrator 2: 	 And so, Hudson was MORE than happy to share his snack with 
everyone.

Hudson: 	 I’ve got carrot sticks for daysss! Take one Tess, help yourself.

WHAT IS EQUITY
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