Voices of Change

Overview

Mi'kmaq were active and consistent protectors of treaty
rights and responsibilities throughout the Treaty Denial
period. To understand some of the issues Mi'kmaq faced
during Treaty Denial, and how Mi'kmagq took steps to raise
awareness of these issues, learners will read examples of
historic petitions and letters written to Provincial and Crown
authorities. They will create letters and petitions of their
own—updated for modern audiences in an email or social
media post format—related to selected topics including
habitat destruction, mobility restrictions, assimilationist
pressures, disease, and market opportunities.

Learners will...

» Consider carefully real letters written by Mi'kmaw leaders
and individuals.

¢ Be exposed to a range of issues Mi'kmaq faced during
the Treaty Denial period.

* Encounter Mi'’kmaw agency and efforts to change the
conditions of this difficult time.

e See that oral histories continued to be reflected in
written correspondence to government officials.

¢ Be asked to write and think from a Mi'kmaw perspective
on particular issues.

* Create possible strategies or solutions to a real historical
issue.

Focus

In pairs, learners will read through provided examples of
historic Mi'kmaw letters and petitions. Using these examples
as inspiration, they will create their own formal advocacy
emails or social media posts based on short summaries of a
different issue (see supplementary materials). In their emails
or posts, learners will 1) describe who they are and where
they live; 2) describe their issue; and 3) make a request for
a solution, or suggest first steps to solving their problem.

These guidelines may help learners with this experience:

e Suggesting strategies that would result in Mi'kmaw people
changing who they are (aka, assimilation) is discouraged.
Learners are encouraged to suggest solutions that allow
Mi'kmaw practices and identity to thrive.

e Learners can share what they have already learned
about Mi'kmaw practices in their emails or posts (e.g,
netukulimk, the strength of oral histories, etc.)

It is important that learners
have a clear understanding of
the following content:

» The Mi'kmaq as the indigenous people
of Nova Scotia and the Atlantic region.

* Mi'kma’kik as the ancestral homeland
of the Mi'kmagq.

e Mi'kmaw core cultural values such as
family-based Mi'’kmawey, netukulimk
and msit no’kmaq. (See LE F4, F12)

e The oral traditions inherent in Mi’kmaw
culture and practice. (See LE F10
and Family, Culture, Community
introduction)

e That the Treaty Denial period is defined
by British governance and culture
denying the treaty agreements and by
an overwhelming colonial experience
of environmental and cultural
disruption.

Additional Resources

¢ See introduction to the Treaties
section, as well as the general
introduction to the resource.

e For additional resources, see the
digital version of this LE at Mi'’kmawey
Debert Cultural Centre website:

http://mikmaweydebert.ca/t8

« Petitions and letters are formal
communication, therefore slang or other
informal phrasing should not be used.

» Often people use exaggeration to create
a point, which learners could try.

A technology twist for this experience would
be to use multimedia (video or audio) to
deliver a persuasive message.

TREATY DENIAL 83

[(72]
-
=

©

()

LS
|

LEVEL 2



http://mikmaweydebert.ca/t8

In 1844, Sagmaw Joseph | QG g
Glode sent this petition
to the Nova Scotia . ” /?ﬂ M MNoworatle Nowde 4 ﬁym/‘%/ il
House of Assembly as | Moc A [ -Z/ﬁ .
art of his campaignto | l“l‘b«f LaooNaCe s %
p paig Sz p

save moose populations

across Kespukwitk from : ﬂ( o s A \ s
overhunting. In the petition, \/(,f g _ («}fx fett . W%L g&"‘d’ G ot oMt —
which was ultimately | #0\6 ZALM 4/%_,_ 60,,;&3 %Wa,}odxﬁ e 3
successful, Sagmaw Glode : A\ ; L ¢\ AL
advocates for a closed | ¢/, 914. 52 ' T
moose hunting season for | \ W
settlers, regulations for ; ’ 3 ,
selling moosemeat, and the /}L./L (159 Mc«/éd:av MWJ :/0//@ S
abolition of moose snares. | (LM./‘_X {7/ e bl l éaf/\» e
Note that there are ‘ %d{rﬂ'—:[ el M /IA«J Ol L, Qeacaesd %W: m
multiple spellings of b > Oh 0 . - ) o
this family name: et i’/%@é o N "l(""é‘-? whicd, Gl leais b

“Glode," "Gloade," a/%‘d’ ‘Z‘Jéka‘~"ttf & 74 /th W%W :

and “Gload.”

The records are %25% Nade -l &@l.cd... %‘la«. i s iy s

(Credit: Novarg:)tcig :flcit:s::) %’Z/VL %M 74"7 é’zﬂ«\%etfw’:«% Mﬂz%ﬂ(
L btladlae Wl base W Pitia ul a%j&xﬂ% '

i m“) RET “ e [07“4% 1&';/6‘4«447%"

Al Bt i e € Gilhl g £ e ot 1 el
Ganly -— Ut H bt gl Mo tooile liarlie
lned. - Citonincs €t o 5 TS o Mool
AN dne = e winct 4 vawél), :fﬂ‘x«N & <
guantly fduar 6 e wonas i bt bt
Mo Mot b et Mo e f e Glibovay

bbbl ot 0] difficec MJWW
bebeilon ., uiae A b fraut £, , g,
/Mgﬁ_ ot et

e

i

(%)
-
=
©
o
S
|

LEVEL 2

84 TREATY DENIAL




	How to Use this Book
	Introduction
	Overview
	Mi’kma’kik
	F1
	Pjila’si Mi’kma’kik Gallery Walk
	F2

	Story Mapping
	F3

	Our Land, Our Home
	Netukulimk and Msɨt No’kmaq
	Tata and Saln: A Readers' Theatre
	Mi’kmaw Worldviews: Jiksɨte’n, 
Ankita’si, Iknua’tike (Listen, Think, Share) 
	Listening for Msɨt No’kmaq

	Family, Culture, Community
	Mi’kmaw Values Connection Cards
	A'tukwaqnn Drama Circle
	F10

	Oral Traditions: Memory-Making 
as Individuals and Groups
	F11

	Sharing Communities

	Leadership
	Family-based Mi’kmawey
	A Community of Leaders

	Misconceptions
	F14
	Fact, Opinion and Interpretation
	News Article Mock-Ups
	F16

	Stereotype or Reality? 
	Wen Welteskat Kiskuk?
	Treaty Education Quiz Show 1.0

	Overview
	What is a Treaty?
	T1
	Dialoguing Treaty Words
	War and Peace: A Discussion
	A Treaty Puzzle

	Treaty-Making
	The Ratification: A Readers’ Theatre 
	A Pictorial Timeline
	T6

	Treaty Texting

	Treaty Denial
	T7
	Honouring Netukulimk: A Poster Project
	Voices of Change
	IRS Gallery Walk
	R v. Sylliboy: A Persuasive Poster
	Otia! Cause and Effect Game

	What is Equity?
	We Are All Treaty People
	T13

	What is Equity? A Readers’ Theatre 
	T14

	Wen Welteskat Kiskuk
	T15

	Treaty Education Quiz Show 2.0

	Renewal and Reconciliation
	Overview

	Treaty Renewal
	RR1
	Raising a Voice
	Roots of Reconciliation
	Honouring Rights Today: 
	A Mock Consultation

	Treaty Day
	RR4
	Etlita’suwaltultimk
	Treaty Day! 

	Reconciliation
	RR6
	Reconciliation: A Discussion
	Reconciliation Brainstorm Posters
	Changing Our Future

	Mi’kma’kik in Global Context 
	UNDRIP Word Bingo
	RR10

	What is a Right?: A Readers’ Theatre 
	UNDRIPA Check-In
	RR12

	Wen Welteskat Kiskuk
	RR13

	Treaty Education Quiz Show 3.0


